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Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia
Freeland said the Liberal Party
will conduct an internal follow-
up after a watchdog’s report said
some parliamentarians are wit-
tingly aiding foreign interfe-
rence, but the government of-
fered few indications any effort
will be made to name or prose-
cute these individuals.
A report released Monday by

the National Security and
Intelligence Committee of Par-
liamentarians, which was set up
by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
to provide increased civilian
oversight on security matters,
said a number of federal poli-
ticians, whom it declined to
identify, are collaborating with
countries such as India and
China.
Public Safety Minister Dominic

LeBlanc, however, declined to
even comment specifically on
the revelations in the report. He
was repeatedly asked Tuesday
whether the government would
ensure those parliamentarians
colluding with foreign govern-
ments would be identified or face
charges.
Mr. LeBlanc said Canadians

should trust authorities are
working hard.
“I have a lot of confidence in

Canadians. And I believe they
fully understand that there are
professionals in our security and
intelligence agencies, and at the
RCMP, that are constantly work-
ing hard to protect Canadians,
and detect and dismantle any or-
ganizations that are trying to in-
terfere with our democracy in a
concerning way, or who try to get
involved in our democratic proc-
esses,” he told reporters.
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Freeland vows
internal review
into alleged
collusion with
foreign actors
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The New Brunswick government
says it is seeking to end current
contracts with private nursing
agencies after the releaseTuesday
of a report by theprovince’sAudi-
tor-General about the exorbitant
fees, questionablebillingand lack
ofoversight associatedwith those
arrangements.
Much of Auditor-General Paul

Martin’s report focused on con-
tracts between theVitalitéHealth
Network, which runs the prov-
ince’s francophone public medi-
cal services, and the Toronto-
based agency Canadian Health
Labs. CHL supplies temporary
health care personnel, also
known as travel nurses, from
other parts of Canada to places
that are short-handed, a booming
industry because of the pan-
demic.
The audit found thatVitalité so

far has paid CHL more than $98-
million, the largest share of the
more than $173-million New
Brunswick spent on temporary
nurses between February, 2022,
and February, 2024.
The sum is more than one-

tenth of Vitalité’s $899.5-million
budget for the fiscal year ending
in March. The network has
blamed travel nursing expenses
as the cause of its $100-million
budget overrun this year.
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New Brunswick
seeks to exit
travel nursing
contracts after
critical report
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Federal departments and Crown corpora-
tions showed a frequent disregard for
contracting rules as they awarded global
consulting firm McKinsey & Company
more than $200-million in contracts since
2011, often without an open competition,
Auditor-General Karen Hogan reported
Tuesday.
The audit found that federal contracting

practices involving the New York-based

multinational often did not demonstrate
value for money and officials did a poor
job of tracking whether the government
actually received everything that had been
promised.
Speaking with MPs on the public ac-

counts committee shortly after tabling her
report, Ms. Hogan said that while the audit
focused on contracts awarded to McKin-
sey, it highlighted the need for procure-
ment officials to followbasic requirements
and good practices.
“Federal contracting and procurement

policies exist to ensure fairness,
transparency and value for Canadians –

but they only work if they are followed,”
she said.
Opposition parties called for the audit

after The Globe and Mail reported that the
annual value of outsourcing contracts
awarded to McKinsey by the federal gov-
ernment has climbed steadily under the
Liberals.
The House of Commons unanimously

approved a motion in February, 2023,
endorsing a request by the Commons
committee on government operations
calling for an audit of federal contracts
with McKinsey.
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Ottawa flouted contracting rules
in deals with McKinsey: audit
Firm was frequently hired without open competition or proof of value for money, watchdog finds
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MODI’S MUTED VICTORY
PM retains power for third term with election win, but sees support slip

as party loses seats to stronger-than-expected opposition A3

Supporters shower Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi with petals as he arrives at his party’s headquarters in New Delhi on
Tuesday. Mr. Modi reiterated his election promise to turn India’s economy into the world’s third largest. ADNAN ABIDI/REUTERS

[ INDIA ]

At its heart, one of the world’s most au-
dacious art frauds amounted to a paint-by-
numbers operation, scarcely more sophis-
ticated than a child’s colouring book.
Thunder Bay resident David Voss, aged

52, pleaded guilty on Tuesday to his central
role in a multimillion-dollar counterfeit-
ing ring that produced upwards of 1,500
works attributed to Norval Morrisseau, the
international renowned Ojibwe painter.
A statement of facts read before Ontario

Superior Court in Thunder Bay revealed
the broad contours of the forgery ring for
the first time since police made eight ar-
rests in the case last March and labelled it
the “biggest art fraud inworld history” ow-
ing to the sheer number of counterfeited
pieces involved.
Crown attorney John Corelli detailed

how Mr. Voss sketched out drawings
meant to mimic Mr. Morrisseau’s distinc-
tive style and then annotated each section
with letters indicating their ideal colour –
‘G’ for green, ‘B’ for blue, ‘LR’ for light red
and so on. He would pass the sketches to
hired painters to lay on the prescribed col-

ours, before the works were signed with
the Cree syllabic autographMr.Morrisseau
was known for and backdated, usually to
the 1970s.
It was a scheme arranged in an efficient

assembly-line manner that netted mil-
lions of dollars between 1995 and the
mid-2010s.
In court, Mr. Voss pleaded guilty to one

count of forgery, for creating hundreds of
fake paintings, and one count of uttering
forged documents, relating to the fraudu-
lent documentation he provided to au-
thenticate the forgeries.
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Thunder Bay man pleads guilty to Morrisseau forgeries
as Crown outlines massive art-fraud operation
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi
declared victory Tuesday for his
alliance in India’s general elec-
tion, claiming a mandate to push
forward with his agenda, even
though his party lost seats to a
stronger-than-expected opposi-
tion, which pushed back against
his mixed economic record and
polarizing politics.
“Today’s victory is the victory

of theworld’s largest democracy,”
Mr.Modi told thecrowdathispar-
ty’s headquarters, saying Indian
voters had “shown immense
faith”both inhispartyandhisNa-
tional Democratic Alliance coali-
tion.
Official results from India’s

Election Commission showed the
NDAwon286seats,more thanthe
272 seats needed to secure a ma-
jority but far fewer than had been
expected.
Mr. Modi’s win was only the

second time an Indian leader has
retainedpower for a third termaf-
ter Jawaharlal Nehru, the coun-
try’s first primeminister. But also,
for the first time since his Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
swept to power in 2014, it did not
secure amajority on its own,win-
ning 240 seats – far fewer than the
record 303 it won in the 2019 elec-
tion.
ThatmeansMr. Modi will need

the support of other parties in his
coalition–astunningblowfor the
73-year-old, who had hoped for a
landslide victory.
The partymaynowbe “heavily

dependent on the goodwill of its
allies, which makes them critical
playerswhowecanexpectwill ex-
tract their pound of flesh, both in
terms of policy-making as well as
government formation,” said Mi-
lan Vaishnav, director of the
South Asia Program at the Carne-
gie Endowment for International
Peace.
More than 640 million votes

were cast in the marathon elec-
tion held over a span of six weeks
in the world’s largest democratic
exercise.
In the face of the surprising

drop in theBJP’s support, challen-
gers claimed they had also won a
victory of sorts, with themain op-
position Congress Party saying

the election had been a “moral
and political loss” for Mr. Modi.
“This is public’s victory and a

win fordemocracy,”CongressPar-
ty president Mallikarjun Kharge
told reporters.

Despite the setback, Mr. Modi
pledged tomakegoodonhis elec-
tion promise to turn India’s econ-
omyintotheworld’s thirdbiggest,
from its current fifth place, and
not shirk with pushing forward
with his agenda.
He said he would advance In-

dia’s defence production, boost
jobs for youth, raise exports and
help farmers, among other
things.
“This country will see a new

chapter of big decisions. This is
Modi’s guarantee,”he said, speak-
ing in the third person.
Many of the Hindu nationalist

policies he’s instituted over the
past 10 years will also remain
locked in place.

BeforeMr.Modicametopower,
India had coalition governments
for 30 years.
The opposition INDIA coali-

tion won 225 seats and was lead-
ing in five others yet to be called
earlyWednesdaymorning.
Congratulations for Mr. Modi

fromleadersof regional countries
including neighbouring Nepal
and Bhutan flowed in, while the
White House commended India
for its “vibrant democratic
process.”
Inhis 10years inpower,Mr.Mo-

di has transformed India’s politi-
cal landscape, bringingHinduna-
tionalism, once a fringe ideology
in India, into the mainstream
while leaving the country deeply
divided.
His supporters seehimasaself-

made, strong leader who has im-
proved India’s standing in the
world. His critics and opponents
say his Hindu-first politics have
bred intolerancewhile the econo-
my, one of the world’s fastest-
growing, has become more un-
equal.
For Payal, a resident of the

northern city of Lucknowwhous-
es only one name, the election
was about the economy and In-
dia’s vast number of people living
in poverty.
“People are suffering, there are

no jobs, people are in such a state
that their kids are compelled to
make and sell tea on the road-
side,” Payal said. “This is a bigdeal
for us. If we don’t wake up now,
when will we?”
Rahul Gandhi, themain face of

the opposition Congress Party,
said he saw the election numbers
as amessage from the people.
“The poorest of this country

havedefended theconstitutionof
India,” he told a news conference.
Mr. Modi’s popularity has out-

stripped that of his party’s during
his first twoterms inoffice, andhe
turned the parliamentary elec-
tion into one that more resem-
bled a presidential-style cam-
paign, with the BJP relying on the
leader’s brand.
“Modi was not just the prime

campaigner, but the sole cam-
paigner of this election,” said
Yamini Aiyar, a public policy
scholar.
Under Mr. Modi’s government,

critics say India’s democracy has
come under increasing strain
with strong-arm tactics used to
subdue political opponents,
squeeze independent media and
quash dissent. The government
has rejected suchaccusations and
says democracy is flourishing.
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Modi claims victory in Indian election
PM vows to continue
with his agenda despite
winning fewer seats
than expected
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More than 640 million
votes were cast in the
marathon election held
over a span of six weeks
in the world’s largest
democratic exercise.

Migrants caught illegally crossing
the U.S.-Mexico border could be
denied the chance to claim asy-
lumandquicklydeportedor turn-
ed back to Mexico under new re-
strictions announced onTuesday,
part of a sweeping enforcement
effort by U.S. President Joe Biden.
The newmeasures will take ef-

fect immediatelyandwillhaveex-
ceptions for unaccompanied chil-
dren, people who face serious
medical or safety threats and vic-
timsof trafficking,a seniorofficial
said on a call with reporters.
Mr. Biden, a Democrat, has

toughened his approach to bor-
der security as immigration has
emerged as a top issue for Amer-
icans in the run-up to Nov. 5 elec-
tions where he will face Republi-
can Donald Trump, who has
vowed awide-ranging crackdown
if re-elected.
Mr. Biden took office in 2021

vowing to reverse some of Mr.
Trump’s restrictive immigration
policies but grappled with record
levels ofmigrants caught crossing
illegally, a trend that has strained
U.S. border authorities and cities
receiving new arrivals.
The new deterrent measures

“will significantly increase conse-
quences for those who cross the
southern border unlawfully,” the
official said, requesting anonym-
ity as a condition of the call.
The new asylum restrictions

are not permanent, the U.S. offi-
cial told reporters. They are acti-
vated when the daily average of
border arrests tops 2,500 over a
week andwill be pausedwhen ar-
rests drop below 1,500 a day, the
official said.
The last time crossings fell to

that level was in the earlymonths
of the COVID-19 pandemic in July,
2020, when global travel was at
historic lows. U.S. border arrests
averaged 4,300 a day in April, ac-
cording to the most recent gov-
ernment statistics available.
Key operational questions

about how the newmeasures will

be implemented remained un-
clear, however, including how the
administrationwould quickly de-
port migrants from far-away and
unco-operative countries and
how many non-Mexican mi-
grants Mexico would accept un-
der the new enforcement regime.
The new restrictions resemble

similar policies implemented by
Mr. Trump and use a legal statute
knownas 212(f) that served as the
underpinning for Mr. Trump’s
travel bans blocking people from
several majority-Muslim nations
and other countries.
The new restrictions are ex-

pected to trigger legal challenges
from immigrant and civil rights
groupswhohave criticizedMr. Bi-
den for adopting Trump-like pol-
icies and backtracking on U.S. le-
gal obligations to asylum seekers.
“We intend to sue,” said LeeGe-

lernt, a lawyer for the American
Civil Liberties Union who helped
block Trump-era asylum restric-
tions. “A ban on asylum is illegal
just as it was when Trump unsuc-
cessfully tried it.”
When it comes to immigration

policy, registeredvoters preferMr.
Trump overMr. Biden by a 17 per-
centage point margin, according
to a Reuters/Ipsos poll conducted
inmid-May.
The measures were attacked

from both sides of the political
spectrum.
In advance of the announce-

ment, Mr. Trump’s campaign is-
sued a statement criticizing Mr.
Biden for high levels of illegal im-
migration and said the move to
exempt unaccompanied minors
would encourage child traffick-
ing.
Republicans criticized Mr. Bi-

den’snewrestrictionsaspolitical-
ly motivated and insufficient,
while some Democrats slammed
Mr. Biden for undercutting access
to asylum.
“President Biden has under-

mined American values and
abandoned our nation’s obliga-
tions to provide people fleeing
persecution,violenceandauthor-
itarianismwith anopportunity to
seek refuge in the U.S.,” said Sen-

ator Alex Padilla, a Democrat
from California.
Mr. Biden has pushed unsuc-

cessfully formonths topassaSen-
ate bill that would toughen bor-
der security, includingwith a pro-
vision that resembles his latest
moves by executive action. The
bill was crafted by a bipartisan
group of senators but Republi-
cans rejected it after Mr. Trump
came out in opposition.
“Legislation is still theonlyway

to permanently address border
security and immigration re-
form,” White House deputy press
secretary Andrew Bates said in a
memo on Tuesday.
The number of migrants

caught crossing the U.S.-Mexico
border illegally dropped in recent
months, a trendU.S. officials part-
ly attribute to increased Mexican
enforcement.
Claudia Sheinbaum was elect-

ed as Mexico’s first female presi-
dent ina landslidevictoryonSun-
day and will take office on Oct. 1.
Mr. Biden’s border restrictions
could put pressure on Ms. Shein-
baum, the successor to current
President Andrés Manuel López
Obrador, to keep illegal border
crossings down.
Mr. LópezObrador saidatadai-

ly press conference that he ex-
pected to speak with Mr. Biden
over the phone as soon as Tues-
day and that the countries “have
been making good progress” on
the issue of immigration.
Under the new measures, mi-

grants who demonstrate a fear of
being returned to their home
countrieswill be screened foroth-
er types of humanitarian protec-
tion but could be deported if de-
nied, the Biden official told re-
porters. Those who are removed
will face at least a five-year bar to
re-entry and potential criminal
prosecution.
“These steps will strengthen

the asylum system, preventing it
from being overwhelmed and
backed up by those who do not
have legitimate claims,” the U.S.
official said.

REUTERS

The measures affecting migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border will have exceptions for unaccompanied children,
people who face serious medical or safety threats and victims of trafficking. JOSE LUIS GONZALEZ/REUTERS

U.S. imposes new measures to bar
migrants from asylum at border
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Beijing’s Tiananmen Square had checkpoints and police ve-
hicles on Tuesday as China tried to silence the 35th anni-
versary of a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy protests.
Hong Kong police arrested four people and swarmed a
handful of others who tried to protest or commemorate as
the effort extended beyond the mainland.
China has long quashed any public memory of the mil-

itary crackdown on months-long protests at the heart of its
capital. An estimated 180,000 troops and police rolled in
with tanks and armoured vehicles and fired into crowds
trying to block them from advancing on the student-led
demonstration in the square.
Hundreds, if not thousands, are believed to have been

killed in an overnight operation that ended on the morning
of June 4, 1989.
It was a turning point in modern Chinese history as Com-

munist Party hardliners embraced control instead of politi-
cal reforms.
The economy boomed in the ensuing decades, turning a

once impoverished country into the world’s second largest
economy, but societal controls have been tightened since
party leader Xi Jinping came to power in 2012.
Across China, the anniversary remains a taboo subject

that is heavily censored. Any mention on social media is
quickly erased.
Life appeared as normal in Beijing on Tuesday, with tour-

ists lining the streets leading to gates to Tiananmen Square
and the Forbidden City, the former imperial palace across
from it. The closest subway exit was closed, as was a viewing
point atop Tiananmen Gate, according to a visitor regis-
tration website.
“As to the political disturbance that occurred in the late

1980s, the Chinese government has long had a clear conclu-
sion,” ForeignMinistry spokespersonMao Ning said without
elaborating. Asked about Western government statements
on the anniversary, she added, “We are firmly opposed to
anyone using this as a pretext to attack and smear China
and interfere in China’s internal affairs.”
Tiananmen Mothers, a group formed by families of the

victims, made an online appeal to the Chinese government
to publish the names and total number of those who died,
grant compensation to the victims and their relatives, and
pursue legal accountability for those responsible.
“The June 4 tragedy is a historical tragedy that the Chi-

nese government must face and explain to its people, and
some people in the government at that time should be held
legally responsible for the indiscriminate killing of inno-
cents,” the group said in a letter signed by 114 family mem-
bers and published on its website, which is blocked in Chi-
na.
Tiananmen memorials were also scrubbed out in Hong

Kong – for years the only place in China where they could
take place. A carnival organized by pro-Beijing groups was
held Tuesday in a park that for decades was the site of a
huge candlelight vigil marking the anniversary.
Police officers were out in force.
An elderly man was seen being taken away after holding

up two handwritten posters. One read: “Remember 89!
Mourn 64!” Hong Kong media said that activist Alexandra
Wong, popularly known as “Grandma Wong,” was also re-
moved after she chanted slogans.
An AP journalist saw another woman taken away after

being searched, and an online Hong Kong media outlet re-
ported a fourth person taken in a police vehicle. In both
cases it was unclear why.
“It’s different from the past,” Hong Kong resident Keith

Law said. “Many people seem to act as if there’s nothing
happening, including myself.”
After darkness fell, one person who lit a candle and two

others who turned on their smartphone lights were quickly
cordoned off by police and questioned in three separate
incidents outside the park. They were eventually released.
“My heart hasn’t died yet,” said one, former vigil-goer

Edward Yeung.
A woman who wore a T-shirt with the numbers 8964 in

Roman numerals was taken away by police, however.
Late Tuesday, police said they arrested four people aged

between 23 and 69. Among them was a 68-year-old woman
detained on suspicion of sedition under the city’s new na-
tional security law. Police said she had chanted slogans in
public.
Two others were accused of assaulting police officers and

disorderly conduct in a public place. The remaining suspect
was arrested for alleged common assault. Police didn’t iden-
tify them.
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China cracks down
on Tiananmen memorials
during 35th anniversary
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